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From the President 

Only 6 more weeks to the end of Term 4!   

A couple of important dates to remember: 

• Membership renewals - 2023 membership 

opens for renewal on Monday, 5th 

December 

• Class Enrolments commence the following 

Monday, on 12th December.  

All our classes are offered free of charge but 

your membership must be current and active 

to enrol. Some of our classes have only very 

limited vacancies, so keep these dates in mind 

and be quick so you don’t miss out!   

A timely reminder that membership fees are 

not refundable, whether or not you are able 

to secure any or all of your desired courses.   

 

Re-opening course enrolments to non-

vaccinated members 

After much debate, the committee resolved 

unanimously to re-open our courses from 

Term 1 next year, to our significantly small 

minority of members who have, for their own 

personal resons or health considerations, 

chosen to not be vaccinated for Covid-19.  

Among the many reasons discussed, the 

committee considered that Monash, as well 

as all other public facilities no longer require 

confirmation of vaccination for access.  We 

respect everyone’s preferences but continue 

to seek your cooperation to consider yours 

and other members’ health, especially of our 

demographic group, always isolate when you 

have any infectious symptoms and be masked 

up for your own safety and at your discretion. 

 

Course Management 

The management committee and office 

volunteers are very busy planning and 

booking facilities for our classes for 2023.  If 

you are considering leading a new class or 

know of someone who may want to share 

their talents and skills, please contact us to 

include in our next year’s course offerings. 

New Class: Keyboard 

You would have heard about our new 

keyboard class that commenced in Term 4, 

tutored by Michelle Chou. Due to the late 

start of this course and the full year’s 

curriculum, this class will be closed for new 

intake in Term 1; members already enrolled 

will be automatically re-enrolled for 2023. 

New Class: Practical Photography 

From Term 1, a new course is available for 

anyone interested in digital photography. The 

course outdoor excursions for the purpose of 

taking and processing photos.  The course will 

be led by Seng Goh (also our Tai Chi leader – 

Tuesday class).   

Wisdom For Life’s Journey: Class Withdrawn 

Mary Keogh has decided that the time is right 

to retire the class this term after many years 

of dedication, sharing her wisdom and life’s 

journey with our  members.  This is a much 

loved and popular chat group and I am indeed 

sad to see this class come to a close but 

without Mary at the helm, we have to agree 

to withdraw the class.  Our sincere thanks, 

Mary and best wishes.  

Taboo Topics: Seeking a new course leader 

Judy Cox will continue to lead these weekly 

discussions for the rest of the year but is 

actively searching for someone to take over 

from next year.  I truly thank Judy for her 

years of hard work and contributions to this 

class, which she initiated 7 years ago when 

starting this U3A.  Judy will be continuing to 

lead our Walk & Talk group on Fridays.  

http://www.u3awheelershill.com/
mailto:u3awheelershill@gmail.com


  
  
  

Karaoke – Summer Saturday Sessions (3 

Only) 

We are again offering 3 Saturday sessions in 

January (between 7 through 21 January 

inclusive).  Enrolments should commence in 

December with the rest of the classes for 

2023.  This year, however, whilst we welcome 

non-members to join the audience, we are 

only inviting members to pick up the 

microphones!   

Other News 

Seniors’ Day at Oak Tree Hill 

Earlier this month, on 14th October, many of 

our members joined in the Seniors’ Day 

celebrations at Oak Tree Hill retirement 

village.  Our group led discussions with over 

50 attendees to promote U3A and the 

benefits and courses offered to seniors, as 

well as activities including line dancing, led by 

Cassiely Chuah, our line dancing tutor and 

drawing and painting activities led by Timothy 

Tsui, our Art tutor.  Check out the photos from 

the event included in this newsletter! 

 

National Mental Health month 

In case you’ve noticed and wondering why 

there is a tree painted blue at Southern 

Reserve, Monash, this is a part of the City of 

Monash’s participation in the Blue Tree 

Project and National Mental Health Month, 

held in October. The Blue Tree Project is an 

initiative where a tree is painted blue to spark 

mental health discussions and reduce 

associated stigma of mental health. 

 

Meet our new secretary 

 

 

I was born in Melbourne and have lived in 
Victoria all my life.  
After leaving school I continued my studies 
and became a secondary school teacher. I 
thoroughly enjoyed my time spent in the 
classroom and developed many lifelong 
friendships amongst the staff. 
At the same time my husband and I started a 
family. We now have three beautiful children 
and four incredibly cute grandchildren and 
love spending time with them. 
On my retirement a close friend suggested 
that I might like to join her in a Line Dancing 
class at the Wheelers Hill U3A. And what a 
good idea that was. I think I am hooked for 
life! 
I also enjoy catching up with friends, reading 
books, doing puzzles, tinkling on the piano, 
going on walks, spending time at the beach, 
travelling both within Australia and overseas 
and, over the recent years, gardening. 
 
 
Thought for the Day… 
 

 

https://www.bluetreeproject.com.au/
https://www.bluetreeproject.com.au/
https://www.mhfa.org.au/cms/national-mental-health-month-2022


  
  
  

 

INTRODUCING  

MICHELLE CHOU 

(Tutor) Keyboard Class  

 

 

  

 

 

MICHELLE CHOU 
Tutor - New Keyboard Class 

PROFILE 

Michelle’s music teaching career 

commenced in the mid 80’s when she 

began teaching piano, organ and A 

Junior music course at Technics Music 

school at her hometown in Malaysia.  

During this time, Michelle actively 

pursued professional development 

workshops and music concerts while 

preparing students for music 

competitions. 

 

A few years later, Michelle founded 

her very own music school, Artistic 

Conservatoire in Kuala Lumpur. 

 

Since migrating to Australia, Michelle 

continued her love of music and is, 

today, still actively teaching at her 

own private studio and music school 

in Melbourne.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U3A Wheelers Hill is quite fortunate to introduce an additional keyboard 

class, with Michelle Chou, our newest addition to our strong team of 

tutors. 

 

Michelle believes that all young beginner music learners need to be 

inspired, encouraged and have an enjoyable music training to foster 

lifelong music aspirations. 

 

In a completely different scene at U3A, where the beginner learners 

are of a different demographic group, aspirations are perhaps a bit less 

pressured and demanding but by sharing her talent and skills provides 

a great sense of satisfaction in bringing music and continued learning 

to our membership. 

 

This class offers lessons in basic music and keyboard theory and is kept 

to a small group to ensure individual and focused attention.  Classes 

are aimed to be run as a full year course. 

 

Sharing our first photo from the class, which started in Term 4 this year.  

 

 



  
  
  

 

SENIORS’ DAY AT OAK TREE HILL 

RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

14th October 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


